
Thursday, December 13, 2018, Feast 

Teachers - Lunch is at 1130. Please make sure that your class has eaten lunch, 
packed up, and done chores before noon. Make sure that the students know their 
groups (A, B, C, or D) so everyone can use the restrooms in plenty of  time. We will 
do composer study and citizenship first. 

Composer Study — Claude Debussy 

Harvest Playlist - 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2RIujh_zAEO2txl4cFW66rCY-fsuhvL_ 

Earlier Lessons - Our new composer is Claude Debussy. He and Claude Monet 
have the same first name is Claude, were born and raised in France in the mid 
1800s, and died in the early 1900s. Debussy was twenty years younger than Monet. 
Like the artist Monet, Debussy was trying to break from rigid rules for music and to 
make shape his music into an experience lacking in pattern. One of  his most 
famous piano compositions “Clair de lune” — French for moonlight — is based on 
a French poem. It is the third movement (part) of  a four-part composition called 
the Suite bergamasque. 

Claude Debussy did not have an easy childhood. His parents lived in Paris and they 
did not have much money. During the Siege of  Paris in 1870, his mother took the 
children to live with an aunt to be away from the city. She lived on the 
Mediterranean Sea and days spent at the beach left an impression on him. His aunt 
paid for the seven-year-old boy to take piano lessons. His father picked the wrong 
side in the battle and spend one year in prison. Claude continued to take lessons 
and his teachers saw his talent. He was admitted to the Paris Conservatory at the 
age of  ten and only the best musicians studied there. He studied piano, Sol-fa, 
composition, harmony, organ, and music history and theory. Some teachers liked 
him and wrote glowing comments about him while others thought he was sketchy. 

Debussy loved the sea but he was inland when he first began writing “La mer.” He 
drew from childhood memories. Debussy started writing the piece in 1903 and did 
drive to a couple of  locations by the sea on the English Channel during the two 
years he worked on “La mer.” It was not a happy time in his life. He was not in the 
best of  health and his wife did not have the same love for his music as he did. While 
she was loving toward him and well liked by Debussy's friends, he was annoyed that 
they did not discuss the things that mattered most to him. These challenges were 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2RIujh_zAEO2txl4cFW66rCY-fsuhvL_


rippling through his marriage and threatening to tear it apart. Their letters to one 
another while he traveled were short and not at all sweet.  

This Week’s Lesson - Debussy began his music studies at the Paris Conservatory at 
the age of  ten and he continued to study there through his late twenties. When he 
was only twenty-two years old, Claude submitted a composition to a competition 
and, in spite of  the fact that he broke all kinds of  musical rules, he won France’s 
most prestigious award. The prize included an extended stay at the French 
Academy in Rome, Italy where only France’s top students in art, architecture, and 
music were allowed to study. 

What did he think of  Italy? The French academy smothered his creative freedom. 
He thought the people boring, the food bad, and the rooms abominable. He found 
no delight in Italian opera which was all the rage and found 300-year-old church 
music by Palestrina more appealing. He was depressed most of  the time during his 
two-year stay in Rome and he could not compose and music. The atmosphere 
depressed him so much that he could not compose. What irked him the most was 
the strict rules of  music — “I am sure the Institute would not approve, for, 
naturally it regards the path which it ordains as the only right one. But there is no 
help for it! I am too enamored of  my freedom, too fond of  my own ideas!” 

Not long after he returned to Paris, Debussy wrote his “Two Arabesques.” What is 
an arabesque? It is a type of  music which uses melodies to express Arabic 
architecture musically. Since the architecture is ornamented with flowers and leaves 
and curves, the music has a natural feel that is beautiful, flowing, and flowery. 
Debussy seems to wander through modes and keys, and achieves evocative scenes 
through music. His view of  a musical arabesque was a line curved in accordance 
with nature, and with his music he mirrored the celebrations of  shapes in nature 
Debussy explained, “That was the age of  the ‘wonderful arabesque’ when music 
was subject to the laws of  beauty inscribed in the movements of  Nature herself.” 

Today we will listen to the second arabesque. When you watch the video, notice a 
couple of  things. Three circles bunched together like a flower represents a triplet 
(three notes played inside of  the length of  one note which means counting gets a 
bit dicey). The triplets and single notes are connected by a line to show the main 
melody which is played by the right hand. The elongated ovals represent chords 
which are generally played by the left hand. You may want to pause at the 
beginning before the music starts and point out these features a few times to help 
the students see it.  



Have the students share their thoughts about the mood, tempo, and volume as well 
as any images that appeared in their minds. 

This is what Ms. Tammy noticed. The mood feels happy like a dog prancing 
through the grass, a rabbit leaping through a field, a horse galloping, and a swallow 
soaring in circles. A wild rumpus in musical form! 

We often hear a piece start slow, then speed up, then slow down. This is the exact 
opposite. This piece starts out lively, slows down in the middle, and the revs up until 
the very end where there is a short tapering off.  We also hear pieces that start off  
soft, build up, and the back off  to soft at the end. Not this one! There is a consistent 
pattern of  cycling from soft to loud to soft and then restarting the cycle throughout 
the entire piece.  

The melody dips into the low notes at about 1:03. There seems to be two themes: 
Theme A goes from the beginning to about 1:26 and Theme B has a different pace 
and a complete lack of  triplets. When the triplets begin at around 2:16 and the 
tempo picks up, the theme shifts back to A. At 3:20, B sneaks back in for a 20 
second climb from the very lowest notes to the highest and then A reigns for the 
rest of  the piece. 

Students can watch the second video to see the hands dance across the keyboard. 

A Glossary of  Musical Terms 

	 mood: feeling of  music (happy or sad or …) 

	 dynamics: change 
 	 crescendo (getting louder) or decrescendo (getting softer) 
	  
	 articulation: how a note is played  or sung 
	 sibilance (hisssssing ssssssoundsssssss) 
	 staccato (ve-ry-cho-ppy) 
	 legato (smoothly connected together) 
	  
	 tempo: the timing of  a piece 
	 fast (allegro) or slow (andante) 
	 ritardando (a dramatic sloooooowdooooooown at the end of  a piece) 
	 rubato (sometimes slightly allegro and sometimes slightly andante) 
	 triplet (3 notes played in the place of  1 note) 



	 form: the structure of  a musical composition  
	 fantasia (an instrumental that has a free form with no strict rules) 
	 libretto (a script of  words sung/spoken by actors and song lyrics) 
	 opera (theater in which everything is sung) 
	 rondo (an instrumental that has a strict pattern and usually has a fast tempo) 
	 sacred music (music to encourage a prayerful spirit and thoughts about God) 

	 voice: the pitch and range of  particular voice 
	 soprano (highest voice, usually women or young boys) 
	 alto (high voice, usually women or young boys) 
	 tenor (low voice, usually men and occasionally women) 
	 bass (lowest voice, usually just men) 
	 arpeggio (a broken chord in which each note is played separately)	  
	 chord (a group of  harmonic notes that are played at the same time) 

Citizenship — 
Primary - Primary classes will be reading from Parables from Nature by Margaret 
Gatty https://www.amblesideonline.org/ParablesParaphrase.shtml#unknown. 
Primary A is finishing “The Law of  Authority and Obedience” this week while 
Primary B is starting “The Unknown Land.”They will read at their own pace and 
how much is read per week depends upon two things: how much time is left before 
everyone leaves and the length of  the class’s attention span. Ten minutes is plenty. 

For “The Unknown Land,” ask the children what they know about birds and 
migration. This story explores faith and our final home, the land that is unknown 
to us in our earthly life, through the perspective of  young birds trying to 
understand what their parents have taught them about the unknown land. 

Then read a short section, no more than a page because it is best to leave them 
wanting more. Then have the class narrate when they remember and have them 
share what they think will happen next week. 

Elementary - This week they are continuing Chapter XI, which tells the rest of  the 
story of  concerning the brothers of  Oedipus. http://www.mainlesson.com/
display.php?
author=guerber&book=greeks&story=quarrel&PHPSESSID=e1aaa2933d46796c
956d07c27a5c6c09 

Middle/High School - Cicero!
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