
Thursday, November 15, 2018, Feast 

Teachers - Lunch is at 1130. Please make sure that your class has eaten lunch, 
packed up, and done chores before noon. Make sure that the students know their 
groups (A, B, C, or D) so everyone can use the restrooms in plenty of  time. We will 
do composer study and citizenship first. 

Composer Study — Claude Debussy 

Harvest Playlist - 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2RIujh_zAEO2txl4cFW66rCY-fsuhvL_ 

This Week’s Lesson - Our new composer is Claude Debussy. He and Claude Monet 
have the same first name is Claude, were born and raised in France in the mid 
1800s, and died in the early 1900s. Debussy was twenty years younger than Monet. 
Like the artist Monet, Debussy was trying to break from rigid rules for music and to 
make shape his music into an experience lacking in pattern. 
 
Today we will study one of  his most famous piano compositions “Clair de lune” — 
French for moonlight. There is a poem written by a French poet that Debussy must 
have liked a lot because he set it to music three times. Earlier in his life, he wrote 
two different pieces by this name for piano and voice. The third one was a charm 
because it is his most famous piece. This version of  “Clair de lune” is the third 
movement (part) of  a four-part composition called the Suite bergamasque. This part of  
the French poem (not written by Debussy) talks about moonlight: 

	 With the sad and beautiful moonlight, 
	 That makes the birds in the trees dream 
	 And sob with ecstasy the water streams, 
	 The great slim water streams among the marbles.  

The first time we listen to the piece will amaze you. Debussy himself  is playing 
“Clair de lune” in 1913. This recording is made on a piano roll — a long piece of  
paper! Debussy played the piece on a special piano that punched holes into paper 
based on how he played the music. As you listen, pay attention to the following: 

• Volume: Is it generally loud or soft? 
• Tempo: Is it generally fast or slow? 
• Pitch: Are the notes generally high or low? 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2RIujh_zAEO2txl4cFW66rCY-fsuhvL_


Tell the class to imagine they are sitting outdoors in their favorite spot on a clear 
night with a full moon. What might the music inspire them to see? Play the first 
video listed for November 15. See what the class observes for each area. First, have 
them share any images that came to mind. Depending on the ability of  the class, 
see what they observe about volume, tempo, and pitch. 

This is what Ms. Tammy noticed. 

• Volume: Most of  the piece is very soft except for six measures in the middle 
where it slowly crescendos (grows louder) and is loud for one measure and then 
quickly decrescendos (grows softer). That means sixty-four measures out of  
seventy-two are soft in volume. 

• Tempo: If  the class is confused, then they got it! Debussy marked the tempo as 
rubato which means to change the tempo, sometimes speeding up slightly and 
sometimes slowing down slightly, depending upon how the pianist feels. Since the 
music is to be experienced, the speed depends on the player’s expression. 

• Pitch: The most notes are high (played by the right hand). The left hand notes 
tend to be chords held while the right hand plays a series of  notes or chords. 

Younger Students - It turns out that Disney selected “Clair de lune” for Fantasia. 
Because the movie was too long, they had to cut Debussy’s piece. Fortunately, 
Disney did not throw away all that hard work and the piece is now available online. 
Play the second video for pure enjoyment of  the music and visualization. 

Older Students - We are going to watch a visualization to help us see the difference 
between volume and pitch. In the third video, the notes that are vertically higher 
on the screen have a higher pitch and the notes vertically lower have a lower pitch. 
The thickness of  each colored bar shows volume so when the bar seems to fade out 
it is because the notes are growing softer.  
 
While it plays point out, things to observe. 

• At the 0:25 mark, “The long bars represent the left hand holding a chord. The 
upper bars that look different represent the right hand playing notes.” 

• At the 1:10 mark, “The lower bars are thicker. Notice how much louder the low 
pitched notes are.” 



• At the 1:52 mark, “The upper bars are a chord with each note played separately 
like a ripple in a harp-like manner. This is called an arpeggio.” 

• At the 2:30 mark, “This whole section has been nothing but rippling arpeggios.” 

• At the 3:29 mark, “Here is where chords start to come in occasionally and then 
dominate until the last thirty seconds of  the piece.” 

A Glossary of  Musical Terms 

	 mood: feeling of  music (happy or sad or …) 

	 dynamics: change 
 	 crescendo (getting louder) or decrescendo (getting softer) 
	  
	 articulation: how a note is played  or sung 
	 sibilance (hisssssing ssssssoundsssssss) 
	 staccato (ve-ry-cho-ppy) 
	 legato (smoothly connected together) 
	  
	 tempo: the timing of  a piece 
	 fast (allegro) or slow (andante) 
	 ritardando (a dramatic sloooooowdooooooown at the end of  a piece) 
	 rubato (sometimes slightly allegro and sometimes slightly andante) 

	 form: the structure of  a musical composition  
	 fantasia (an instrumental that has a free form with no strict rules) 
	 libretto (a script of  words sung/spoken by actors and song lyrics) 
	 opera (theater in which everything is sung) 
	 rondo (an instrumental that has a strict pattern and usually has a fast tempo) 
	 sacred music (music to encourage a prayerful spirit and thoughts about God) 

	 voice: the pitch and range of  particular voice 
	 soprano (highest voice, usually women or young boys) 
	 alto (high voice, usually women or young boys) 
	 tenor (low voice, usually men and occasionally women) 
	 bass (lowest voice, usually just men) 
	 arpeggio (a broken chord in which each note is played separately)	  
	 chord (a group of  harmonic notes that are played at the same time) 



Citizenship — 

Primary - Primary classes will be reading from Parables from Nature by Margaret 
Gatty https://www.amblesideonline.org/ParablesParaphrase.shtml#unknown. 
Primary A is finishing “The Law of  Authority and Obedience” this week while 
Primary B is starting “The Unknown Land.”They will read at their own pace and 
how much is read per week depends upon two things: how much time is left before 
everyone leaves and the length of  the class’s attention span. Ten minutes is plenty. 

For “The Unknown Land,” ask the children what they know about birds and 
migration. This story explores faith and our final home, the land that is unknown 
to us in our earthly life, through the perspective of  young birds trying to 
understand what their parents have taught them about the unknown land. 

Then read a short section, no more than a page because it is best to leave them 
wanting more. Then have the class narrate when they remember and have them 
share what they think will happen next week. 

Elementary - This week they are continuing Chapter XI, which tells the rest of  the 
story of  concerning the brothers of  Oedipus. http://www.mainlesson.com/
display.php?
author=guerber&book=greeks&story=quarrel&PHPSESSID=e1aaa2933d46796c
956d07c27a5c6c09 

Middle/High School - Cicero!
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