
Tuesday, November 5, 2019, Feast 

Teachers - Lunch is at 1130 for elementary teachers. Please make sure that 
your class has eaten lunch, packed up, and done chores before noon. Since primary 
does not do Shakespeare, The Feast begins at 100. 

Picture Study — Vincent van Gogh 

Our first artist is the 19th century Dutch artist Vincent van Gogh. We take about 
twenty minutes, at most, to go through the process. The students start by sharing a 
few things that they remember from pictures studied previously. The teacher needs 
to listen. Then the teacher gives each child a painting and asks them all to study it 
quietly for a minute or two. After quiet study, the teacher allows pairs of  children to 
share with each other what they notice. When the conversation lulls, the teacher 
picks up the pictures and students take turns sharing what they remember. Their 
memories are so good, there is no need to ask questions. The lesson ends when the 
class runs out of  things to say.  

Some students have questions of  their own. To help the teacher answer them, we 
have a card for each painting. We have the background information and all 
materials at the website. You do not need to read the whole thing to students but 
you can share quotes or paraphrases that tie into something a student said. You 
may want to share a few tidbits about the artist. Reading the whole card would be 
too tiresome to younger students so doing less is best! 

Each class will have its own picture study schedule. 
• Primary A - “Sower at Sunset” 
• Primary B - “Chair and Pipe” 
• Elementary A and B - “The Night Café” 
• Middle and High School - “Starry Night over the Rhône” 

Handwork — 

The teachers need to show a small group of  students how to pin and sew the flap 
of  their banner. They will put a stick through the flap. You can use something 
simple like the running stitch. Rotate through your students. 



One of  the high school teachers will be outside showing small groups of  students 
how to rub off  the glue. We will send for a given number of  students at a time. 
They need to bring their banners AND the stiffest paintbrush they have. 

Students who need to finish painting must finish today. We are ready to transition 
into a new term of  handwork. 

Students who have nothing to do can work on a couple of  design projects for the 
next term.  

(1) They need to draw a design for their names or initials to be sewn. Because it 
will be sewn, they need to come up with simple ways to write the letters. If  they 
have never sewn, they should stick with their initials (three letters) and straight 
lines. 

(2) They need to draw a design involving buttons. The idea is to have the buttons 
be leaves on a tree or petals of  a flower or wheels and windows of  a car or 
whatever they can imagine. Here are examples but let them be creative with 
theirs. 

(3) A third design to consider is for a Christmas ornaments. It needs to be a simple 
drawing because it will be sewn. They can be words and/or pictures.


