
Thursday, September 19, 2019, Feast 

Teachers - Lunch is at 1130. Please make sure that your class has eaten lunch, 
packed up, and done chores before noon. Make sure that the students know their 
groups (A, B, C, or D) so everyone can use the restrooms in plenty of  time. We will 
do composer study and citizenship first. 

Composer Study — Felix Mendelssohn 

	 Recall:  

	 See if  anyone can remember what we listened to last week. (“Hark, the 
Herald Angels Sing” and “The Wedding March”) See what they can remember 
about these pieces. (1. The first was festive and played by a brass and percussion 
band dressed in red uniforms. The chorus work black and white. The tempo was 
fast and the music loud. It started out as a cantata for the 400th anniversary of  the 
printing press invented by Johannes Gutenburg. Many tweaks later it became linked 
to a Christmas hymn. 2. The second piece was written when Felix was only 17 
years old. He had just finished reading Shakespeare’s A Midsummer’s Night Dream. 
Musicians were stunned by the maturity of  this piece. Many years later, he added 
more to it.)  

     People noticed Mendelssohn’s gift for music when he was very young. He started 
composing symphonies at age twelve and completed his first symphony for full 
orchestra at age twelve. His early genius earned him invitations to travel and meet 
famous people. This week we will focus on England and Scotland. He made ten 
visits to Great Britain, some of  which were quite lengthy. Five years before his 
death, he spent an evening with young Queen Victoria and Prince Albert. She 
asked him to improvise on two British patriotic songs and she wrote of  that 
evening, “I have never heard anything so beautiful; the way in which he blended 
them both together and changed over from one to the other was quite wonderful.” 

	 New: 

	 In 1829, Mendelssohn went on a three-week sightseeing tour of  Scotland 
where he began composing his third symphony. His exploration of  a sea cave 
inspired him to write an overture which has two names due to the confusion of  the 
publisher. It’s called both “Hebrides Overture” as well as “Findlay’s Cave.” The 
Hebrides are the very islands featured in The Brendan Voyage which middles schoolers 
are studying. An overture is an introduction to a play or musical or opera. 



	 This overture is program music that gives an impression of  the Hebrides.  As 
you listen to it, imagine you are sitting in a cave. At Harvest, we have listened to 
program music before when we studied The Mother Goose Suite by Maurice Ravel. 
Gustav Mahler “told” the story of  a funeral march being interrupted by Bohemian 
musicians during his first symphony. Even though programme music has no words, 
it should create an impression of  the story being told. As you listen to it, imagine 
you are sitting in a cave. It’s the top piece of  the youtube playlist. 

	 This is what Ms. Tammy noticed. It opens with two themes. One gives the 
mood of  the cave. Violas, cellos, and bassoons express a mixture of  of  awe at its 
beauty but also loneliness. A rolling sensation of  the second depicts gentle ripples 
that swell into crashes against a boat and breakers along the shore. The music 
crescendoes into storm and, decrescendos into the calm after the storm. Cellos and 
clarinets create a sense of  peace. It ends with the clamor of  storm and wind. The 
overture shares the unpredictability of  the sea for it is hard to tell which way the 
music is going. 

A Glossary of  Musical Terms 

	 mood: feeling of  music (happy or sad or …) 

	 dynamics: change 
 	 crescendo (getting louder) or decrescendo (getting softer) 

	 tempo: the timing of  a piece 
	 fast (allegro) or slow (andante) 

	 form: the structure of  a musical composition  
	 cantata (a composition with solos and choruses that tells a story) 
	 overture (an instrumental prelude to an opera, play, choral piece, or musical) 
	 program music (communicates a mood or story without words) 

Citizenship — 

Primary - Primary classes will be reading from Among the Forest People by Clara 
Dillingham Pierson http://www.gatewaytotheclassics.com/browse/display.php?
author=pierson&book=forest&story=_contents. The book is about animal 
characters whose personality traits land them into trouble sometimes. Each class 
will read at their own pace and how much is read per week depends upon two 
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things: how much time is left before everyone leaves for the walk and the length of  
the class’s attention span. Ten minutes is plenty. 

Elementary - Last year, elementary was reading through The Story of  the Greeks by H. 
A. Guerber and they made it through Chapter XXVI. Today they will start with 
Chapter XXVII http://www.gatewaytotheclassics.com/browse/display.php?
author=guerber&book=greeks&story=music. Since we have many new students, 
ask the class to recall their favorite story from last year. See if  returning students 
remember the last thing they read. The city-state of  Sparta, a militarist culture, had 
conquered the Messenians, who had picked a fight with the wrong city. In the next 
installment, we learn that Sparta held them in a firm grip for forty years and the 
Messenians. Like all good Greeks, the king of  Messenians consulted an oracle who 
told them they will win if  lead by a general from Athens. Athens? The city that has 
artists and authors and philosophers? Does that make any sense? 

Middle/High School - A short reading of  Plutarch’s Life of  Aristides.
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