
Tuesday, September 17, 2019, Feast 

Teachers - Lunch is at 1130 for elementary teachers. Please make sure that 
your class has eaten lunch, packed up, and done chores before noon. Since primary 
does not do Shakespeare, The Feast begins at 100. 

Picture Study — Vincent van Gogh 

Our first artist is the 19th century Dutch artist Vincent van Gogh. We take about 
twenty minutes, at most, to go through the process. The students start by sharing a 
few things that they remember from pictures studied previously. The teacher needs 
to listen. Then the teacher gives each child a painting and asks them all to study it 
quietly for a minute or two. After quiet study, the teacher allows pairs of  children to 
share with each other what they notice. When the conversation lulls, the teacher 
picks up the pictures and students take turns sharing what they remember. Their 
memories are so good, there is no need to ask questions. The lesson ends when the 
class runs out of  things to say.  

Some students have questions of  their own. To help the teacher answer them, we 
have a card for each painting. We have the background information and all 
materials at the website. You do not need to read the whole thing to students but 
you can share quotes or paraphrases that tie into something a student said. You 
may want to share a few tidbits about the artist. Reading the whole card would be 
too tiresome to younger students so doing less is best! 

Each class will have its own picture study schedule. 
• Primary A - “Edge of  a Wheat Field with Poppies” 
• Primary B - “Self-Portrait” 
• Elementary A and B - “Cart with White and Red Ox” 
• Middle and High School - “Flower Beds in Holland” 

Handwork — 

Like last year, our first handwork project is aiming toward Summerton’s Duckfest. 
The entire school is going to do batik, adjusted to the level of  the classes. Have 
students narrate what they learned about using a resist . Most likely, they learned 
that they did not press hard enough! Have the class finish what they started. 

*** Make sure that students can explain to you how they added texture. Suppose I 
made the letter T for Tammy. I might tell you, “Since tigers are my favorite 
animals, I decided to make stripes inside the T as my texture. Since I am a busy 
little overachiever, I put texture in my background. The poor tiger is having a rain 
day and my background texture is a lot of  raindrops which keep falling on my 
head.” They don’t have to tell a story but they do need to add texture. *** 



Materials: light-colored crayons that are white or extremely pale, mixed media 
paper, water colors, paint brushes, pencil for sketching, HWT blocks (Primary) 

Design: 	 (1) Primary students are going to form the initial of  their first name 
and trace it onto paper. They are going to draw texture (dots, lines, blobs, curves) 
inside the blocks with the resist. 

	 	 (2) Elementary and above are going to draw an object from nature: a 
leaf, fish, deer rack, turtle, bird, acorn, etc. They are going to draw texture (veins 
on a leaf, scales on a fish, etc.) with the resist. 

Today we will not be working on batik. If  that confuses younger children, just focus 
on teaching them how to use a resist. Here are the steps: 

1) Sketch the outline of  the design by LIGHTLY sketching with a pencil. 

2) For primary classes, each student must find the Handwriting without Tears 
forms needed to make their initial. Then they must hold the form down and 
trace around it with a pencil. It might be that the teacher assists each child one 
by one or that a mature child helps another mature child. Either way, one 
person holds down the form while the other draws the outline. 

3) For elementary and above, they need to draw the outline of  something, large 
enough to fill up the paper. 

4) Teachers should check the design to make sure it fills the page and that the 
pencil is not too heavy. If  it is, have those students erase the design and try 
again or erase the lines. Use a light-colored or white crayon and PRESS 
HARD to make a resist. If  the pressure is too light, not enough wax will 
transfer to the paper and the resist will fail. 

5) Once the outline is finished, students are now ready to add texture. Have 
students look at the batik pictures to see how texture is used and to get ideas. 
They need to sketch texture very lightly with a pencil. If  the pencil marks are 
too heavy, they should erase and then go over their texture with a very light-
colored crayon (white or extremely pale). THEY MUST PRESS HARD. 

6) Teachers should check to make sure the student has incorporated texture into 
the drawing. If  so, they are ready to apply watercolor. 

7) Teachers need to decide how to organize painting. Younger classes will need 
step by step instructions with watercolors. Teachers of  older classes can allow 
experienced painters work on their own while providing instruction to students 
who are not familiar with watercolor.


