
Thursday, September 13, 2018, Feast 

Teachers - Lunch is at 1130. Please make sure that your class has eaten lunch, 
packed up, and done chores before noon. Make sure that the students know their 
groups (A, B, C, or D) so everyone can use the restrooms in plenty of  time. We will 
do composer study and citizenship first. 

Composer Study — Henry Purcell 

Summary of  Last Week - See what students remember from last week’s lesson 
about the Cold Genius song. There is no need to prod for each and every nugget of  
information. Henry Purcell (which rhymes with rehearsal) was Britain’s Orpheus 
(great musician from Greek mythology) because he wrote so much beloved music. 
We listened to a song from an opera about King Arthur. The plot is about battles 
between King Arthur who led the Christian Celts and King Oswald who led the 
pagan Saxons invading from Germany. An opera is a musical in which every single 
word is sung. There is a play within a play in which the spirit of  winter is frozen 
and sweet Cupid awakens him with love. In the song, Cold Genius sits frozen. The 
violins play softly to make staccato notes (which means each note ends quickly and 
there is a short space between each note). The music is meant to chatter to create a 
mood of  feeling cold. Cold Genius sings as if  he is panting from being frozen and 
his consonants are very crisp. One student said it sounded like the violins and the 
singer were stuttering. 

This Week’s Lesson - Composers today write soundtracks to make scenes in movies 
more exciting, Henry Purcell did the same for plays and poems. Because it was not 
important to the story, it was called incidental music. Like some composers we have 
studied, Henry Purcell died young. In 1695, he wrote some compositions to go with 
a tragedy called Abdelezar’s Revenge. While the play has been completely forgotten, 
the music is beloved and is played widely today. Not long after Purcell wrote this 
music, he died. One theory is that Henry died of  chocolate poisoning. Another says 
that Henry was out with friends at the theater. His wife, unhappy with his late 
hours, locked him out of  the house and he caught a chill after spending the night 
outside. Regardless of  how he died, Purcell was buried in Westminster Abbey 
where England's greatest are buried. His final resting place is right next to the 
organ that he played over three hundred years ago. 

The piece we will hear today is called a rondo (rondeau) that follows a very strict 
form. Music, like poems, can follow a pattern and the pattern of  a rondo follows a 
pattern with a main theme A and variations on the theme. This rondo follows the 



pattern AABACA. The rondo usually has a fast tempo. Since the rondo takes only 
two minutes to play, we will listen to versions played on different instruments. 
Youtube has many examples of  this rondo. It is recommended to listen to three 
versions. If  students are interested in hearing more, there are optional choices on 
the playlist https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2RIujh_zAEN5-
N4-7tUd0fSjx66vyDKG&disable_polymer=true. 

In the first video, we will observe up to three things. It is okay if  the younger classes 
can only focus on the mood. 

• Listen for the mood. What emotion does the music make you feel? 
• The piece begins with three staccato notes that introduce the main theme. 

Students will have four opportunities to watch how the violin bow slightly leaps 
off  the strings to make the notes staccato. 

• Listen for the pattern. It begins with the main theme A and repeats it at 0:16. At 
0:31, we hear the variation B and, at 1:03, the piece goes back to A. At 1:19, we 
hear variation C and, at 1:56, the piece goes back to a final round of  A. 

What mood did you notice? It seems to be lively and happy as if  people are 
dancing for joy. Did you see the bows leap with the first three staccato notes? Did 
you notice how they kept coming back to the melody at the beginning? A lot of  
music today follows patterns.  

The main theme may not be familiar yet. Sometimes, hearing songs played on a 
different instrument strengthens memory. In the next video, a ten-year-old boy 
plays the rondo on a saxophone and is joined by a piano. Some students may be 
able to pick out the pattern in this shortened version but do not worry if  it is too 
hard: A begins at 0:00 and goest straight to B at 0:14. A starts again at 0:27 A and 
goes to C at 0:41. He ends with A at 0:55. Did the boy play faster or slower than 
the strings in the first video? (Faster.) 

In the third video, a teenager from Australia plays music with her hands and feet. 
Yes! Her feet. Do you think she will play the rondo faster or slower? Here is the 
pattern for this version:  she begins A at 0:15 and repeats it at 0:37. She starts B at 
0:57 and picks up A at 1:37. She goes to C at 1:57 and A at 2:19. Did the girl play 
the organ faster or slower? (Much slower.) 

Now it is time for special requests. We can only take a few depending on how much 
time we have left. Who would like to hear this played on guitars, marimba, 8-bit 
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Moog synthesizer (video game music), recorders, or harp? There is no need to look 
for the pattern unless students enjoy doing so.  

Video 4 (optional) - classical guitar - A starts at 0:00 and then B at 0:19. A repeats 
at 0:35 and C starts at 0:50, played very softly and slowly gets louder at it reaches 
the repeat of  A at 1:06. Did anyone notice what they did at the end? They slowed 
down dramatically which is called a ritardando and often signals the end of  a piece. 

Video 5 (optional) - marimba - To avoid the chit-chat, start at 2:43 when A begins 
and the first three notes are especially clear because of  the mallets. She repeats A at 
3:04 and begins B at 3:24. A is repeated at 4:07 and C is plays very softly at 4:26 
and the final round begins at 5:12. This musician plays with a lot of  dynamics 
(changes in speed and volume). 

Video 6 (optiona) - 8-bit Moog synthesizer - A begins at 0:00 and repeats at 0:17. B 
begins at 0:32 and A repeats at 0:48. C begins at 1:04 and A repeats at 1:20. 

Video 7 (optional) - soprano, alto, tenor, and bass recorders - A begins at 0:00 and 
repeats at 0:16. B starts at 0:33 and A again at 1:06. When C plays at 1:22, the 
soprano recorder rests off  and on and lets the alto recorder play the star part. A is 
repeated on final time at 1:54.  

Video 8 (optional) - harp - A begins at 0:00 and is repeated at 0:19. B starts at 0:40 
and A repeats at 1:01. C starts at 1:20 and A goes for a final repeat at 1:40. 

As you can see, people enjoy this piece so much that they have uploaded many 
variations of  it on Youtube three hundred years after Purcell died. 

A Glossary of  Musical Terms 

	 mood: feeling of  music (happy or sad or …) 

	 dynamics: change 
 	 crescendo (getting louder) or decrescendo (getting softer) 

	 articulation: how a note is played  or sung 
	 sibilance (hisssssing ssssssoundsssssss) 
	 staccato (ve-ry-cho-ppy) 
	  
	  



	 tempo: the timing of  a piece 
	 fast (allegro) or slow (andante) 
	 ritardando (a dramatic sloooooowdooooooown at the end of  a piece) 

	 form: the structure of  a musical composition  
	 fantasia (an instrumental that has a free form with no strict rules) 
	 opera (theater in which everything is sung) 
	 rondo (an instrumental that has a strict pattern and usually has a fast tempo) 

Citizenship — 

Primary - Primary classes will be reading from Parables from Nature by Margaret 
Gatty https://www.amblesideonline.org/ParablesParaphrase.shtml#lessonfaith. 
They will read at their own pace and how much is read per week depends upon 
two things: how much time is left before everyone leaves and the length of  the 
class’s attention span. Ten minutes is plenty. 

The first chapter is “A Lesson of  Faith.” Ask the children what they know about the 
circle of  life for the butterfly. The basic plot is that a butterfly lays her eggs, 
knowing she will die soon. She asks a caterpillar to take care of  her baby butterflies 
and she worries that he will not have enough sense to give them nectar. 

Then read a short section, no more than a page because it is best to leave them 
wanting more. Then have the class narrate when they remember and have them 
share what they think will happen next week. 

Elementary - Last year, elementary read the first nine chapters of  The Story of  the 
Greeks by H. A. Guerber. Chapter X http://www.mainlesson.com/display.php?
author=guerber&book=greeks&story=blindness is what they will read today. 
Chapter X tells the rest of  the story of  Oedipus. 

Middle/High School - A short reading from Plutarch’s Life of  Cicero.
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