Tuesday, January 08, 2019, Feast
Teachers - Lunch is at 1130 for elementary teachers. Please make sure that
your class has eaten lunch, packed up, and done chores before noon. Since primary
does not do Shakespeare, The Feast for them begins at 100.
Picture Study — Claude Monet
Our first artist is the 19th century French artist Claude Monet. We take about
twenty minutes, at most, to go through the process. The students start by sharing a
few things that they remember from pictures studied previously. The teacher needs
to listen. Then the teacher gives each child a painting and asks them all to study it
quietly for a minute or two. After quiet study, the teacher allows pairs of children to
share with each other what they notice. When the conversation lulls, the teacher
picks up the pictures and students take turns sharing what they remember. Their
memories are so good, there is no need to ask questions. The lesson ends when the
class runs out of things to say.
Some students have questions of their own. To help the teacher answer them, we
have a card for each painting. Attached (and online via the school’s button for The
Feast) is the material for six paintings so that you have time to prepare in advance.
You do not need to read the whole thing to students but you can share quotes or
paraphrases that tie into something a student said. You may want to share a few
tidbits about the artist. Reading the whole card would be too tiresome to younger
students so doing less is best!
Each class will have its own picture study schedule.
• Primary A - “Garden at Sainte Adrese”
• Primary B - “Woman and a Parasol (Madame Monet and Her Son)”
• Elementary A and B - “Haystacks (Effect of Snow and Sun)”
• Middle and High School - “Water Lilies and Japanese Bridge”
Handwork — An Exploration of Light and Water
All classes will be studying how Monet and artists like him created an effect of how
light reflects off water, especially ripples and choppy water on a windy day. Today
we are going to study a detail of La Grenouillére which all classes have studied — in
particular, the water.

You will be given the following materials: copies of black and white version of the
water sections of the painting for each student, a couple prints of this painting, and
sketching paper if some students finish early. You need to have coloring media
(colored pencils or crayons).
1. Have the class study a print of the painting, paying careful attention to the water.
Let them look at the painting for the entire time for they have already narrated it.
Have them narrate how Monet created the ripples. (He made ovals and bars of
different colors and lined them up along parallel lines.)
Have them narrate the colors on the right side, middle, and left. Were they the
same colors or did he use different shades? (He did not use only blue. He used
different kinds of green, orange, white, yellow, and brown. The left side of the
painting has very light colors while the middle of the painting has medium colors.
The right side of the paining has very dark colors.)
Why do you think the left side has lighter colors than the right side? (Light! The
people on the left are bathing in the sunlight. The tree in the middle partially
blocks the sunlight so there are medium colors in the middle. The right has
shadows from the big building. The shadows next to the rowboats also have dark
colors.)
2. Place the painting in a prominent place for the students to see. Have them go
through their colors and pull the ones they need to do water in the same fashion as
Monet did. Primary teachers may need to do this as a group: pick a color, have
them name the color, decide if the color is a light color (yellow) or a dark color
(brown). Have the students have their own piles of light, medium, and dark, chosen
to color their own version of water.
3. Hand out the black and white version of the water. Have them recreate how
Monet colored his painting. Attached is one example of how this might look.
4. If a student finishes early, have them think about how they could do a water
scene do that there would be light and dark parts of the water. Have them do a
sketch and color it in the style of Monet.

