
Tuesday, January 7, 2020, Feast 

Teachers - Lunch is at 11:30 for elementary teachers. Teachers with 
Shakespeare kids remember the consequence for losing a script (written narration 
of  today’s scene for homework). Please make sure that your class has eaten lunch, 
packed up, and done chores before noon. Since primary does not do Shakespeare, 
The Feast begins at 1:00. 

Picture Study — Georgia O’Keeffe 

Our new artist is the 20th century American artist Georgia O’Keeffe. We take 
about twenty minutes, at most, to go through the process. Since this is our first 
study, there is nothing to review. The teacher gives each child a painting and asks 
them all to study it quietly for a minute or two. After quiet study, the teacher allows 
pairs of  children to share with each other what they notice. When the conversation 
lulls, the teacher picks up the pictures and students take turns sharing what they 
remember. Their memories are so good, there is no need to ask questions. The 
lesson ends when the class runs out of  things to say.  

Some students have questions of  their own. To help the teacher answer them, we 
have a card for each painting. We have the background information and all 
materials at the website. You do not need to read the whole thing to students but 
you can share quotes or paraphrases that tie into something a student said. You 
may want to share a few tidbits about the artist. Reading the whole card would be 
too tiresome to younger students so doing less is best! 

Each class will have its own picture study schedule. 
• Primary A - “Lake George at Sunset” 
• Primary B - “Red Canna” 
• Elementary A and B - “Black Cross with Stars and Blue” 
• Middle and High School -“Back of  Marie’s No. 4” 

Handwork—Sewing 

Students who already know how to sew may bring in their own projects or do what 
the class is doing. Primary will continue work on paper plates and let Ms. Tammy 
know when the class is ready for a new level of  difficulty. ANY STUDENT 
MISUSING NEEDLES (TO POKE OTHERS, FOR EXAMPLE) WILL 
SEW WITH YARN AND PLASTIC NEEDLES. 

Primary A Paper Plate Projects—Primary A needs more practice doing the 
mechanics of  sewing through punched holes on the edges of  paper plates. 



Primary B Christmas Ornament—Primary B is moving up a level by sewing 
a cloth drawstring sewing back to hold their sewing supplies.  
https://youtu.be/hitLWDRmt-M 

Elementary and Above Ornament and Drawstring Bags—Students who 
are not finished with sewing bags should try to finish their bags during free time 
over the next two weeks. Because of  the field trip next week, today is the only 
opportunity to work on the Christmas ornament.  

Today they will finish the ornaments by sewing with white floss on black cloth. 
While waiting for materials, have them draw a design in the three inch circles (if  
not already done). It can be words, stars, a snowflake, or something like that. We 
will not be adding the pom-poms. The designs should be as simple as 
possible for they will need to be sewn! 

Hand out the black cloth and draw their design on the cloth with white chalk so 
that they have something to follow when they sew.  

Show the class how to insert the cloth into a hoop. It might help for the class to 
watch this video first and have them follow along to do it themselves.                
https://youtu.be/uUP0Jg_r6bU 

Cut white floss to the length needed. Floss contains SIX strands. Part of  learning to 
sew with floss is to separate the strands into pairs. You only sew with two strands at 
a time. The teacher may want to do this unless the students are advanced. 
https://youtu.be/6XfauuaNJ2I 

After they finish sewing the design they need to tie off  the thread. To finish off, they 
need to cut the cloth around the flame to have a 1/4 inch border. Have them glue 

the 
back along the edge as shown in this video. I think we can get away with regular 
glue. https://youtu.be/YluE-5LgE0o
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